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Launceston Conference declared a Success! 
On Sunday the 28th August as the 13th biennial ANZMRC conference was closed  
another success was declared. 

Above photo shows the incoming and outgoing ANZMRC Presidents with the lectur-

ers who delivered at the conference.  Research papers covering topics from Æthel-

stan through Oak Island Mysteries to the Qabalah, Tarot and Hiram Abif elicited 

much discussion. 

Under the able guidance of Bro Ian Green, the delivery of  research papers and the 

organisation of social events ran with the smoothness of a well-oiled machine, for 

which all attendees were appreciative. The lecturers were able to satisfy and answer 

all questions put to them with enjoyable and lively discussion the result. 

On Friday night a White Table Lodge was opened with Bro Ian Green in the chair, all 

attending enjoying a good night’s entertainment with seven courses and seven 

toasts.  A short history of the white table and toasting was delivered to start the pro-

ceedings. There was exuberant singing after each toast with all participating with 

gusto. 

The future of Research Lodges and Freemasonry created thoughtful discussion and 

innovative proposals. The question of education with and by ANZMRC brought ide-

as and opinions to the conference, no doubt these discussions will continue via 

email in the coming months. 

The next ANZMRC conference will be held in Victoria in 2018 and the 2020 confer-
ence will be in the South Island of New Zealand. In 2017 the renowned UK lecturer 
John Belton will be the ANZMRC touring Masonic Researcher.  Other eminent lec-
turers are being considered for touring in 2019. 
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fellowship and kinship in Masonry. Both the affection of friends and the love for the Fraternity flourished  
within its walls. Its meetings were more like a reunion than a Regular Lodge meeting, and it became a 
centre of relaxation, celebration and inspiration for Freemasons. 
 
The Table Lodge had a most unusual pattern, it was physically setup in a U shape with the Master at the 
head and each Warden at the tail ends of the U. Its meeting was conducted around the table, and the 
courses of food and beverage were served in such a way they did not interfere with the other workings of 
the Lodge. There were many toasts, and the vigorous voices of the Masons rang out with Masonic songs. 
The Table Lodge was traditionally a tiled Entered Apprentice Lodge, followed by a peculiar ritual used 
only in a Table Lodge, so all Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts could participate in the fellowship of 
the Lodge.  
 
In the early days of modern freemasonry, the Table Lodge was Freemasonry's greatest asset. It buoyed up 
the spirit of those men when they were at their lowest ebb. While the meals were undoubtedly limited and 
meagre, the fervour and zeal of the participants were there. Once the Table Lodge was opened, the objects 
in the room took on a military flavour. Everything that was used changed its name: 

The Table Lodge: A History. 
 
The preamble by Harvey Lovewell read before the Table Lodge held at the 13th ANZMRC conference. 
 
From ancient times, Freemasons have enjoyed meeting around a "Festive Board" loaded with the fruits of 
their labour. Special emphasis was placed on the Summer and Winter Solstice (North Hemisphere)  
occurring late in June and December. June the 24th was known as St. John the Baptist Day while St. John 
the Evangelist Day was December 27th. At this time Freemasons Lodges were known as Lodges of St 
Johns, or, St Johns Masonry. The twentieth and twenty-first century have found Masonry ignoring, and 
often ignorant of, both the "Festive Board" and the Festivals. Stale cake and limp sandwiches, becoming 
the norm.  Is this as it should be? The answer may be partially revealed in the following history of the 
Table Lodge. 
 
Throughout history, man has been continually seeking some noble purpose to pursue. Even centuries ago, 
when life was perhaps more perilous and severe, feasting became a major diversion, as much for religious 
and social desires as to satisfy the needs of the inner man. 
 
The feasts which are probably the oldest of all Fraternal banquets were those of the "Mysteries" of ancient 
Egypt, the so-called "Sons of Light." The oldest of Masonic origin of which we have any reliable record 
were the feasts upon being "Entered"    as an Apprentice and "Passed"    to a Fellow of the Craft. These 
records go back far beyond the archives of organised Masonry. 
 
The Masonic desirability of a social dinner is as old as the Freemasonry we know today. In 1717, when the 
mother Grand Lodge was formed to revitalise the Lodges in and around London, one of the reasons given 
was to revive the Quarterly Communication and to hold the Annual Feast. Many historians claim this 
annual banquet was the most important move made by the new body. A short time later, the Grand Master 
directed there be installed the old, regular and peculiar, meaning special, toasts of Freemasons. 
 
Lawrence Dermott, of the  Grand Lodge of the Antients, once remarked in the late 17 hundreds,  about the 
Table Lodge: "It was expedient to abolish the old custom of studying Geometry in the Lodge, and some 
younger Brethren made it appear that a good knife and fork, in the hands of a dexterous Brother, over 
proper Materials, that is, food, would give great satisfaction and add more to the conviviality of the Lodge 
than the best Square and Compasses in Europe." 
 
The Table Lodge was born from the idea of the feast, and the desire to promote a greater degree of 

 
“Vivat is an acclamation, a Latin word meaning “long life”. Three being a number much used in 

freemasonry like three degrees, three greater lights, three original grand masters and more”. 
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The Table became the Trestle Board; the Table-cloth the Standard; the Serviettes the Flags; the 
Plates the Tiles; the Bowls the  Platforms; Spoons were Trowels; Knives were Swords; Forks were 
Mattocks; Bottles were Barrels; Glasses were Cannons; To "Charge" meant to Fill-up; Lights were 
Stars; Chairs were Stalls; Food was Materials; Bread was Rough Ashlar; wine was Strong Powder; 
Coffee was Black Powder, Water was Weak Powder; Salt was White Sand; Pepper was Black 
Sand; Mustard was Paint; To Eat was to Masticate; To Drink was "Fire" or Discharge Cannon 
 
The Table Lodge was and is an enjoyable experience.  
 
The Table Lodge is a heritage of our past, which deserves consideration of revival. It has been 
stated that "The Table Lodge is the summary of Masonic Doctrine." It prescribed reverence for 
Divinity and the Moral Law. It strengthened the devotion that Masons held for the Lodge and 
Country. It increased the unity and fellowship of Freemasons. 
 
Some of you will think that what happens here tonight different and even strange, it is, so I will 
explain about the toasting. 
 
And just in case you are wondering where the English phrase "toast" comes from, it comes from 
the practice of floating a piece of burnt bread which we call toast, on top of the wine of the loving 
cup, all sipping from the one cup reduced the risk of an individual being poisoned. The reason for 
this was that the toast took away some of the acidity of the wine. Back years ago wine wasn't as 
good as it is today, so this floating piece of burnt toast worked well to tone down the sharpness of 
the wine. 
 
During the 17th century, it was believed that the clinking of glasses' bell-like noise would banish 
the devil, which is repelled by bells. 
 
An additional origin story ties the birth of the shot glass to the sound of a gunshot. Freemasons 
have a custom of drinking toasts from specially shaped glasses known as cannons. Another name 
for these glasses is "firing glasses", which comes from the French calling the toast "feu" or "fire". 
If the glass is slammed on the table, it makes a sound like a gunshot – a firing glass then becomes 
a "shot glass". 
 
You will hear the word Vivat repeated 3 times by 3.  
 
Vivat is an acclamation, a Latin word meaning “long life”. Three being a number much used in 
freemasonry like three degrees, three greater lights, three original grand masters and more. 
 
You would all be familiar with the call “Charge your Glass” which is to fill your glass. The glass 
being the cannon then “fired” being to empty the glass. 
 
You will see the Toastmaster when calling for the good fire, start with his full glass held out in 
front of himself at shoulder height then in a triangle movement move it to left shoulder then right 
shoulder then back in front. 
 
This symbolises the building of the inner lodge of a man. First to lay a brick, the movement to the 
left “So shall we spread the cement of human kindness. The movement to the right, “so shall we 
build up the lodge with brotherly love.   
The movement back to the front in readiness for the command “ready” bringing the glass to the 
lips then the command Derry-Doon or aim, when you will drink, the cannon is now “fired” the 
arm with the glass is held out in front ready for the command “fire” then all together the glass is 
slammed onto the “Tressel Board”. 
 
The Toastmaster will give these instructions at each toast.  An ideal toast is that which is done in 
unison. 
 
Harvey Lovewell, Historian at the table. 
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OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE REPORT 
 

Greetings to all readers of Harashim 

The Thirteenth Biennial Conference has come to an end and, as in all the previous twelve, it was 
judged a success. The Conference Team, headed by our Senior Vice President, Ian Green, did a 
magnificent organisational job, starting with the arrival at Launceston Airport; the choice of the hotel 
within half a block of the lodge room venue; the snack foods served for the morning and afternoon 
breaks; the lunches provided over the three days of the conference; the agenda format that allowed 
ample time for discussion; the entertaining Table Lodge enactment that involved a five course meal 
and our ladies as guests; and the formal Conference Dinner with the President of Red Cross Australia 
as the guest speaker. The sixty plus brethren who attended from all the seven Australasian 
constitutions were magnanimous in their praise. Well done! 
 
The papers presented covered a wide variety of subject matter: - from an autobiographical journey; a 
demonstration of a learning/teaching method for us all to use in our lodges; an exoteric paper designed 
to make you think who you are; a philosophical treatise; three historic expansions on known themes; 
through to an address from an active Free Gardener (also a PM of a craft lodge) on his order as 
worked in Melbourne. The final presentation was a first for the ANZMRC – permission was given by 
both the Grand Masters of Victoria and Tasmania for the Victorian Lodge of Research to hold a tyled 
meeting in Launceston at which the principal business was a paper by one of their members. WBro 
Robert Brennan told us about a lodge formed by Belgian freemasons whilst being held in a German 
prison camp during World War II. 
 
The Sunday Forum open discussion covered the following subjects: - 

1.Selection of Kellerman Lectures – it was agreed that we need to be more pro-active in 
encouraging brethren to research and write a paper worthy of being selected. If necessary, give 
guidance and help in doing so. The ideal would be to have a lecture from each of our Affiliates 
so that the selection committee can choose the best for each Conference. Invitations will be 
extended to our worldwide Associates to consider one of their brethren for the lecture. 

2. Should Research Lodges be active in the education of brethren within a craft lodge? Do we offer 
our expertise for lodges to use in their education programmes? The consensus was that our 
primary aim was to encourage individual brethren to do their own research on a topic of their 
choice and to provide them with a method of doing so. General education within a lodge is a 
different approach that Research Lodges can engage in if asked, but it is mainly the task of lodge 
mentors – one on one. 

3. Autobiographies of Freemasons – Research Lodges should actively collect stories from their 
members for archiving. Such topics as – why they joined; recollection of their initiation, passing 
and raising; and their journey through the years of their membership, both craft-wise and 
personal development. 

4. Promotion of the ANZMRC – Research brethren are encouraged to promote this organisation far 
and wide and be active in gaining members for their Research Lodge.     

 
The business session resulted in the choice of Victoria to host the next Conference in 2018 with the 
South Island of New Zealand scheduled for 2020. Four names were put forward as possible touring 
lecturers for 2019 with the incoming committee authorised to make the final selection subject to 
availability of the chosen brother. WBro John Belton from England has already been chosen for the 
2017 Tour.    
 
VWBro Neil Morse from Canberra was elected as President for the ensuing two-year term. WBro 
Kerry Nicholls was appointed as the second New Zealand representative on the committee in place of 
myself and assigned the duties of Assistant Secretary. All the other representatives remain in their 
present roles. My role for the next two years, as Immediate Past President, will be ex-officio. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my two years as your President and thank you all for your support.        

 
Colin Heyward, President ANZMRC 
8 September 2016 
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Bro Neil Wynes Morse lives in Canberra, 
Australia’s national capital. He was initiated 
into Freemasonry in 1988.  
He is a member of some Orders outside 
‘pure and accepted masonry’. His principal 
area of masonic research is ritual 
development.  
Whilst endeavouring to make a daily 
advancement in the acquisition of masonic 

knowledge, alas, he is easily distracted. 
 

 

Greetings 
 
It was both a delight and an honour to be elected President on the last Friday in August. 
 
The Launceston Conference brought to the fore several challenges which face the ANZMRC, 
but also demonstrated that the capacity to inform, excite and entertain through the Kellerman 
Lectures is still extant. 
 
I acknowledge the contributions made by all my predecessors, from Bill Caufield to Colin 
Heywood. They have all contributed to the success of the Council and the field of masonic 
research in, initially, Australia, and then the region, and soon the world stage, with the Council’s 
involvement in ICOM in Toulon in May (see www.icom.fm). 
 
As is normal, I came away from Launceston wishing the conference was at least a week long! 
Many of us consider masonic research to be fun, but it can be somewhat of a solitary pursuit. 
After the conferences, I find my mental batteries recharged, and my enthusiasm receives a boost. 
 
And one thing leads to another – immediately after the presentation by Bro Ben Quick on the 
Free Gardeners, Kerry Nicholls and I were given access to the Library of the Launceston Centre, 
and one of the first objects we saw on display there was a Free Gardener DGM apron. If we had 
only known earlier . . .  But there must be a story there. Maybe one of the Launceston brethren 
could write up a short piece for Harashim. 
 
The selfless kindness of custodians of masonic collections continues to be a source of pleasure. 
Whilst touring Tassy for almost a month, some interesting material was made available to me. In 
this regard Bro Ian Green in Launceston and Bro Rod Clarke in Hobart deserve special mention. 
As the major providers of masonic research source materials, the Masonic librarians/curators 
deserve our ongoing support [and significant boosts in their budgets!] 
 
As we approach 25 years of AMRC/ANZMRC, we must recognise the significant contribution 
to masonic research the Council has made, and plan for its continuing involvement. 
Neil Morse. 
 

Presidents Corner 
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AUSTRALIAN & NEW ZEALAND MASONIC RESEARCH 
COUNCIL 

REFLECTIONS ON THE THIRTEENTH BIENNIAL 
CONFERENCE  

HELD AT THE LAUNCESTON MASONIC CENTRE, TASMANIA 
 

The thirteenth Biennial Conference of the Australian and New Zealand Masonic Research Council was 
held at the historical Launceston Masonic Centre from Thursday 25th August to Sunday 28th August 2016.  
The Launceston Temple was finished and the ceremony of dedication and consecration performed on the 
15th October 1884.  The front of the building has a beautiful Italian style of architecture, with a Corinthian 
façade. 
 
The Conference was officially opened on the afternoon of Thursday 25 August by the Grand Master of 
Freemasonry in Tasmania MWBro Allan Sangwell, who stayed to listen to the first presentation by 
VWBro Albert Kusnezow.  Bro Albert related his life story from his birth in the darkness of the 
Buchenwald Nazi concentration camp to his new life with his family under the Southern Lights of 
Tasmania, and how Freemasonry has played such an important part in his life.   This was followed by 
VWBro Max Currie with something different in that he did not present a lecture but rather a thought 

provoking audience participation session – develop listening cultures in our lodge rooms and highlight the 
essential value of mentors.  What is your Lodge’s philosophy? 
 
For those interested Freemasons, there was a meeting of the Lodge Launceston-Lawrie Abra on the 
Thursday night for a taste of Tasmanian Masonic ritual and ceremonial.    
 
Over the course of the Friday sessions we had three papers delivered in the absence of the presenters.  First 
was Bro David Shearer’s paper on “Is Freemasonry a Progressive Science,” which looked at the concept of 
Freemasonry not remaining a fixed idea, but how it must grow and develop and so likewise for every 
Freemason.  Bro Nigel Parker’s paper on “The Origins of the Legend of Hiram Abiff” reviewed one of the 
old legends concerning the builder of King Solomon’s Temple and his untimely demise. 
  
One of the highlights of the day was Dennis King (Dec.) and his paper “The Oak Island Legend: The 
Masonic Angle.”  Bro Dennis’ paper, which was ably presented by Colin Heyward, looked at the Oak 
Island Treasure story and pieced together how deliberate elements of the Masonic degrees have been 
added to the story of the Oak Island pit story.  Bro Dennis’ paper only reinforces the view that there has 
been much disinformation put about regarding the Oak Island Money Pit in times past, primarily to attract 
interest and raise funds through share issues. 
 
The Friday finished with WBro Terry Edwards’ and his examination of the King Athelstan from the 
perspective of building codes, reinforcing the likelihood that at some time during his reign it is not 
inconceivable that King Athelstan did indeed convene an assembly of masons/builders to ratify building 
practises throughout the realm.  A thought provoking paper that is sure to appeal to any members of the 
Masonic Order of Athelstan.   
 
Friday evening was spent in much mirth with a traditional Table Lodge, or “Feast of the Seven Toasts” for 
all conference attendees and partners.    
The Saturday morning sessions commenced with Victorian Lodge of Research member WBro Lewis Allan 
with a presentation on “Freemasonry, Qabalah and the Tarot.”  Bro Lewis covered aspects of the Qabalah 
and the Tarot, which can be difficult concepts to covey, in a simple and easily digestible manner for the 
novice, whilst cleverly associating certain Tarot cards to the officers of a Masons’ lodge and masterfully 
relating it all back to the Tree of Life of the Qabalah.   
 
This was immediately followed by WBro Peter Bindon from the Linford Lodge of Research with a paper 
that set out to look at why Masonic lodges were founded on the goldfields of Victoria and New South 
Wales, and not friendly societies.  However, during his research Bro Peter found that indeed other friendly 
societies were present and active of the goldfields.  Today Friendly Societies, and their fraternal arms, 
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have all but ceased to exist, primarily due to Legal changes and the provision of universal basic health care.  
Freemasonry might have been immune to change to the social security nets, yet it finds itself today 
declining in numbers and struggling for relevance.  Bro Peter highlighted some of the crucial elements that 
the organisations on the goldfields offered all those years ago – respectability, a sense of belonging, and 
altruism etc. as ideals still relevant to Freemasonry. 
 
Bro Peter’s presentation provided a nice segue into the next presentation by Master Gardener (and Deputy 
Grand Master of the Free Gardeners) WBro Ben Quick with a presentation on, “The Symbolism of Free 
Gardenry, and the Lost Degrees of the Knights of Gethsemane, and St Joseph.”  Bro Ben presented a 
history of the Free Gardeners, some its symbolism, the fraternal and friendship aspect of the Society, as 
well as some of the “lost” rituals that are only now being rediscovered. 
   
At this point it should be added that the lunches and break nibbles provided by WBro Peter Wise and the 
Launceston brethren were outstanding – well done brothers. 
 
And after the lunchtime repast the last item on the agenda for the conference was the August meeting of the 
Victorian Lodge of Research.  The regular August meeting of The Victorian Lodge of Research was held in 
Tasmania as part of the conference agenda, and it is with much gratitude that the ANZMRC expresses 
thanks to the Grand Lodges of Victoria and Tasmania for providing the necessary dispensations for this 
historic meeting to take place.  (Special thanks to RWBro Bruce Cowie)   
 
The Lodge was opened in due form, with a large number of interstate and New Zealand brethren present, 
and for this meeting The Lodge had an excellent presentation by WBro Robert Brennand entitled, “Lodge 
Liberte Cherie” - The Story of a Masonic Lodge Established in a Esterwegen Nazi Prison Camp during 
World War II.  Bro Robert’s presentation provided an insight into the members of this prison camp lodge 
and some of the history around the reasons for their incarceration. Although the Lodge Liberte Cherie only 
had a short existence it is today listed as lodge No.29 on the register of one of the Belgium Grand Lodges. 
 
The conference was rounded off by a formal Banquet on the Saturday night with guest speaker Michael 
Legge, the current president of Red Cross Australia. 
 
All of the papers that were presented during the 2016 ANZMRC conference are published in the 
Conference’s Proceedings publication, copies of which are available for perusal in all Grand Lodge 
libraries and research lodges around Australia and New Zealand. 
The 2018 14th Biennial ANZMRC Conference will be held in Melbourne, Australia, and the Victorian 
Lodge of Research is the Sponsoring Lodge for that conference, with WBro Doug Groom elected 2018 
Conference convener. 

 
Brendan Kyne 
ANZMRC 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
Photo of the East 
within the 
Launceston 
Lodge.   
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Hung Society – Chinese Masonic Society Melbourne 
============================   Editor: WBro Brendan Kyne  

 

In a small laneway off Little Bourke Street in Melbourne can be found the Chinese Masonic Society 
building displaying the distinctive compass and square logo.  From the early history of China, secret 
societies have been very much a part of life and the Chinese Masonic Society has evolved from this history 
of clandestine movements.  The Hung Society would appear to have originally been an off-shoot of the 
White Lilly Society, which was successful in overthrowing the Mongolian Yuan Dynasty and ushering in 
the Chinese Ming Dynasty (1368 to 1644).  
 
During the Manchu (Ch’ing) Dynasty (1644 to 1911) the Hung and other Societies came under constant 
persecution, consequently, most Hung Lodges united in opposition against the Manchu.  With the eventual 
overthrow of the Manchu Dynasty China became a Republic under President Dr Sun Yat-Sen, who was a 
member of the Hung Society.  The Hung Society was reorganised to reflect the changing nature of Chinese 
politics and society in the early 1900s.  
  
The discovery of gold in Australia in the mid-1800s led to gold rushes around the country with thousands 
of immigrants arriving in the hope to make their fortunes, and amongst these arrivals were many thousand 
Chinese.  Many of the Chinese who arrived in Australia at this time were members of various societies 
including the Hung Society.  
 In Melbourne, after various attempts at uniting these disparate societies, in 1914 the “Chung Wah Ming 
Kuo Kung Hui” was formed and adopted the English language name of “The Chinese Masonic Society.”  
The choice of this title had the advantage of providing a certain level of respectability and honour flowing 
from the cachet that Freemasonry enjoyed at the turn of the 20th Century. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

So although not Masonic in the strict sense of the word, the “Chinese Masonic Society” practices many of 
the same fundamental principles and tenets of Freemasonry, with many of the 36 oaths of the original Hung 
society expressing very similar sentiments.    
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The ritual of the Hung Society describes a journey based on 
Chinese history and that of the Hung Society, and on another 
level, it is a journey through the Underworld to the Gate of 
Heaven.  The candidate is dressed in white, although a 
symbol of mourning it also symbolises someone who has led 
a pure and good life.  After many trial and tribulations, and 
the taking of 36 oaths, the candidate is instructed in the 
Fundamental Rules of the society, and at the completion of 
the ceremony a feast is held to celebrate the new initiate. 
 
So although not Masonic in the strict sense of the word, the 
“Chinese Masonic Society” practices many of the same 
fundamental principles and tenets of Freemasonry, with 
many of the 36 oaths of the original Hung society expressing 
very similar sentiments.   For example, exhortations to obey 
the laws of the land, to respect the chastity of those nearest 
and dearest, and to assist a brother in distress or in a time of 
need. 
 
Triads are the name given collectively by the English to 
cover all Chinese secret societies at the time, based on the 
triangular symbol found on flags and banners of these 
societies, which represented the three essential elements of 
heaven, earth and man.  Hence the Hung Society was also 
referred to as the Triads, however, as the term, Triad was 
used to designate all Secret Societies it is important to note 
that not all “Triads” were involved in criminal activities.  
(Adapted from paper presented at the 2002 ANZMRC 
Conference by RWBro Graham Stead) 
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If you like lists of famous Freemasons, then this is the book for you. Too often, such lists give no 
details of the Masonic career of a person who is ‘famous’ for some reason other than his Masonic 
activities, and some are content with the mere possibility that he may have been a Freemason. Not so with 
this book! 
 

The author has spent ten years compiling this list, with carefully researched detail of each candidate, the 
cause of his fame and some indication of the extent of his Masonic commitment. In his introduction, Bro 
Henderson discusses how he set about the task, including the selection process, and concludes: 

A more accurate title for this work would be 300 Famous Australians, or Australians-by-
connection, who, coincidentally, also happen to be Freemasons. 

Be that as it may, there can be no doubt that all the subjects in this book have made an 
outstanding contribution across a wide range of careers and endeavours – that more than 
anything is the key – and thus they richly merit their inclusion. 

Since this work is aimed at both Masons and non-Masons, the author includes a four-page synopsis of 
Masonic terms and their usage, and a four-page ‘brief history of Freemasonry’—a masterpiece of brevity, 
encompassing operative masonry, the development of Freemasonry in England, fraternal relations, 
Landmarks, and Freemasonry in each of the Australian states. 
 

The chosen 300 include 106 Knights and Baronets and 12 Lords, 56 military, naval and air force 
personnel (46 officers and 10 other ranks), 27 judges and 36 sportsmen (mainly cricketers). As the author 
remarks, ‘No two authors undertaking the same task would come up with identical lists. . . there are more 
than a few others who could have been included, but I had to draw the line somewhere’. 

Freemasons are notorious for not buying books about Freemasonry, and the price may deter some 
potential purchasers, but at the very least, make sure there is a copy in your nearest Masonic library. It will 
be a valuable reference.  
 
Tony Pope 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
A4 size Paperback - 430 pages 
ONLY 300 copies have been printed, each 
numbered and signed by the author. 
Numbered copies will be allocated in order 
of receipt. 
COST: $50 per copy, plus $15 postage 
(within Australia) = $65.00. 
(for overseas orders, contact the author for a 
postage quotation) 
To order: 
 
OPTION ONE: 
Post a cheque, payable to 'Kent Henderson', 
for 
$65.00, plus your name and address, to: 
K. Henderson, P O Box 7094, Banyule. Vic. 
3084 
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Found on the website of the Independent. 
 
Written by Adam Lusher Sunday 7th August 2016 
 
 
 

Older freemasons are being told to smile, look like 
they are enjoying themselves, and avoid 
criticising as the movement seeks to keep millennial 
masons happy and halt a decline in membership that 
has seen lodges closing at a rate of nearly 100 a year 
for the past decade. 
 
Pro Grand Master Peter Lowndes, second only to 
the Grand Master the Duke of Kent, the Queen’s 
cousin, told senior brethren gathered in the Grand 
Temple, wearing white gloves, aprons and, if 
suitably qualified, the Royal Arch Breast Jewel: “I 
am not for one minute suggesting we try to turn our 
meetings into a pantomime, but most certainly I am 
saying there is no harm in being seen to enjoy 
ourselves.” 
 
Mr Lowndes, 68, an Old Etonian chartered surveyor, 
issued his plea as English and Welsh freemasonry 
takes the extraordinary step of welcoming in a 
documentary film crew while preparing to celebrate 
its 300th anniversary against a backdrop of steadily 
declining membership numbers. 
 
Figures seen by The Independent show that the 
number of lodges on the register of the United 
Grand Lodge of England (UGLE), the governing 
body of English and Welsh freemasonry, has gone 
down from 8,389 in 2006 to 7,401 today – 
equivalent to a loss of almost 99 lodges a year. 
 
UGLE documents show that in the second quarter of 
this year alone, 37 lodges closed while only two new 
lodges opened, a net loss of 35. 
 
While the UGLE reported 270,000 individual 
masons in 2007, the current membership is 204,775 
– a drop of 24 per cent to well below half the peak 
of more than 500,000 masons that freemasonry 
experienced in the immediate post-war years. 
 
But while membership has declined among all other 
age groups, among millennials aged 21 to 30 it has 
increased by 7.65 per cent in the past two years. 
Although still only 2 per cent of the total 
membership, 21- to 30-year-olds have now been 
described by Freemasonry Today, the official 
journal of the UGLE, as “a significant reprieve from 
a death knell for us all". 
 
Already efforts to attract the younger age group, and 
to resolve at least one worshipful brother’s 
complaint that “some lodges look like God’s waiting 

room”, have included creating 55 new university 
lodges since 2005. 
 
There was also the consecration last year, in a 
Novotel in Southampton, of the Lodge of Brevity, 
where younger, time-poor working masons can 
enjoy meetings that are kept short by dispensing 
with items like reading the minutes, which are 
instead scrutinised online. 
 
Membership fees have been reduced for under-25s 
and millennial masons have themselves suggested 
freemasonry could benefit from “an advance in the 
use of social media”. 
 
The recruitment drive has not yet gone as far as the 
UGLE admitting women members, but Pro Grand 
Master Lowndes now seems to have used his most 
recent Quarterly Communication speech to throw 
his full weight behind attempts at attracting 
millennial men into freemasonry. 
 
And in a further effort to promote freemasonry, it is 
thought that Mr Lowndes gave his speech while 
cameras were present in London’s Freemasons' Hall 
for a fly-on-the wall Sky documentary to be shown 
ahead of next year’s 300th anniversary of the 
formation of the Grand Lodge in 1717. 
 
After telling the assembled Grand Officers and 
Worshipful Masters that he was wearing a 
“particularly attractive” new breast jewel to mark 
the approaching 300th anniversary – and that a new 
Tercentenary Craft tie with redesigned square and 
compasses logo would soon be available – he said: 
“We have come a long way since the time that I was 
initiated 44 years ago. I enjoyed my early meetings, 
but possibly despite some of the more elderly 
members rather than because of them. In those days 
it was nearly a capital offence to smile in lodge.   
 
“We can probably all cite instances when a more 
senior member of a lodge is less than sympathetic to 
a newer member who has, perhaps, had a few lapses 
during the ritual. In my view exactly the opposite 
reaction has the right effect. 
 
“I am in absolutely no doubt, brethren, that, if we 
encourage and congratulate, rather than routinely 
castigate our new members we will go a long way to 
retaining them as members and finally turn around 
our drop in numbers, which, incidentally, is already 
happening in some provinces and districts.” 
 
The Pro Grand Master also told the brethren inside 
the Grand Temple in Freemasons’ Hall that lodges 
with dwindling numbers could learn from the jollity 
of members in affiliated districts abroad. 
“I have often thought,” said Mr Lowndes, “that if a 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/churchill-oscar-wilde-and-jack-the-ripper-freemasons-from-throughout-history-to-be-revealed-a6744531.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/sex-millennials-study-young-people-turning-back-on-sexual-intercourse-in-record-numbers-a7167946.html
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lodge in this country has lost its way, it could do a 
lot worse than to get some members to visit some of 
our districts, particularly, dare I say in West Africa 
and the Caribbean, to see how much enjoyment can 
be derived from their meetings.” 
 
Allowing in Sky’s cameras is also part of the 
UGLE’s recent attempts to shed a reputation for 
secrecy and conspiracy which has led to masons 
being unfairly implicated in countless political 
intrigues, and in more recent years to concerns 
about freemasonry in the police. These stretch back 
to at least the late 1960s when it was reported that 
Detective Chief Superintendent Bill Moody, the 
then head of the Obscene Publications Squad, had 
helped a pornographer join his lodge.  

It is thought the Sky documentary makers have even 
been allowed to film a rehearsal for an initiation 
ceremony, which would probably be the closest 
anyone has ever got to recording such a ritual with 
the masons’ consent. 

The transparency, however, did not extend to Grand 
Secretary Willie Shackell confirming to The 
Independent what the initiation ritual involved. 
 
He suggested we try Google: “During our rituals, 
we are sworn to abide by certain standards. Certain 
information we keep to ourselves.” 
 
Research suggests that initiates do still briefly roll 
up their trouser leg, but that the threats of a slashed 
throat if they divulge the secrets of freemasonry 
have been “modified”. 
 
The initiate still has a noose placed around his neck, 
but this is to depict the umbilical cord in a 
representation of birth. 
 
Mr Shackell, 75, a retired brigadier from 
Storrington, West Sussex, did reveal: “I find it 
slightly surprising, but a lot of the young people 
love the ritual. 
 
“They also enjoy the comradeship. A number of 
young masons clubs have been springing up in 
London and the provinces – members from different 
lodges gathering for social activities like barbecues.  
 
The Sussex one even went on a cruise.” 
 
“We all enjoy our masonry,” he insisted. “We enjoy 
it in different ways. There are, I suppose, some 
older people who do find it difficult to smile, but it 
doesn’t stop their enjoyment. 
 
“It’s important in masonry to retain the dignity of 
what we are doing, but that shouldn’t stop the 

charity steward – towards the end of the lodge 
meeting rather than during the ceremony – making 
some little quip about old Fred, and everybody 
laughing. It’s not frowned upon to laugh.  
 
If a member says something amusing at the end of 
the meeting, then fine.” 
 
Nor, he added, was there any suggestion that 
millennial masons were part of some sort of 
oversensitive ‘generation snowflake’. 
 
“Delicate?” he said. “No. They are a pretty tough 
lot, far more self-confident than I was at that 
age. We are very lucky to have so many vibrant 
young people.” 
 
Adding that the masons were also keen to attract 
“over-55s with time on their hands”, Mr Shackell 
said that because of freemasonry’s charity work and 
general outlook, “we are as vibrant and relevant 
now as we have ever been". 
 
“Bikers’ lodges have been thriving of late,” he 
said. “We consecrated a footballers’ lodge in June – 
[England player] Adam Lallana’s father was its first 
Worshipful Master, although I don’t think Adam 
himself is a member. It’s an organisation people 
want to join.” 
 
Joining early, added the Grand Secretary, was a 
wise move: “It is a hell of a lot easier to learn 
masonic ritual when you are young.”   
 

************************* 

 
 
 
Freemasons gather at Earls Court in 1992 to celebrate the 
275th anniversary of the formation of the first Grand 
Lodge REX/Shutterstock  
 
 

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/news/the-freemasons-code-dan-brown-reveals-the-message-that-told-him-the-door-to-the-lodge-is-open-8625968.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/news/the-freemasons-code-dan-brown-reveals-the-message-that-told-him-the-door-to-the-lodge-is-open-8625968.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/so-you-want-to-be-a-freemason-1070066.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/european/europa-league-final-adam-lallana-enjoying-jurgen-klopps-jekyll-and-hyde-style-at-liverpool-a7032701.html
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 Committed to the Flames: The History 

and Rituals of a Secret Masonic Rite 
by Arturo de Hoyos, S.Brent Morris 

Description 

 

In 1826 Robert Benjamin Folger, a recent graduate 
of medical school and a new Master Mason, filled a 
book with the enciphered Craft rituals of the 
Rectified Scottish Rite, a high-grade revision of the 
rite of Strict Observance. well-known in Europe but 
unknown in the United States. His introduction 
directed that the rituals be "committed to the 
Flames" upon his death. Fortunately for Masonic 
historians instructions were not followed. Folger 
went on to prepare at least two other books of 
rituals. A man of tremendous talents, strong 
passions, and curious contradictions, Folger was 
twice expelled from Masonry by the Grand Lodge of 
New York and participated in at least six clandestine 
Supreme Councils, but died a Master Mason in good 
standing. The book gives full transcriptions of all og 
his rituals, an analysis of their place in Masonry and 
biographies of Folger and his major contemporaries 
in his Masonic work. 
 
Review by T Polyphilus 

    

Committed to the Flames is essentially a study of a 
set of Masonic cipher manuscripts from the 19th 

century. Roughly the last two-thirds of the book 
consists of decrypted versions of the manuscript 
texts. In the first third, de Hoyos and Morris 

provide the history of the manuscripts' decryption 
and the context of their origins. These chapters 
have some real value to those interested in old-

fashioned cryptology and cryptanalysis. They also 
set forth a pretty fascinating story of the early 
development and difficulties of Scottish Rite 

Freemasonry in the New York area. The cipher 
scribe, Robert Folger, was a chief exponent of the 
Cerneauist faction of Scottish Rite organizing 

during a particularly contentious period. The 
historical chapters of the book suffer from some 
redundancy in their details, and they look as 

though they might have been composed in parallel 
by the two authors, without much editorial 
attention given to reconciling them into a single 

whole.  
 
The greater part of the actual manuscript contents 

is given over to Craft rituals drawn from the 
Rectified Scottish Rite, a Continental derivative of 
the Rite of Strict Observance. Folger had evidently 
intended these for the use of symbolic lodges 

working under the direct authorization of a 
Supreme Council of the 33° (in contrast to the 
typical arrangement in Anglophone Masonry, 

where A&A "Scottish" Rite jurisdictions charter 
bodies only to work their 4° and above). There are 
also some rituals for the Knight Templar degree, 

which is not part of the 33° system. The three 
Folger MSS provide among them multiple copies 
and versions of the rituals. 

The other principal ingredient of the manuscript 

texts is a version of Crata Repoa, which differs in 
few but sometimes signficant respects from the 
English translation first published by John Yarker 

in The Kneph, and more recently available in 
Manly Hall's Freemasonry of the Ancient 
Egyptians. Crata Repoa, originally in French or 

German (depending on which sources one trusts) is 
an attempt to reconstruct the ancient mysteries in 

their original Egyptian form, on the basis of a 
fundamental analogy to Freemasonry, and with 
recourse to classical documentation regarding 

Greek mystery-cults. 

The plaintexts of the Folger MSS are reproduced 
here as extensively as possible, to the point where 
they will provide a virtually primary source for 
research. But the repetitions within the manuscripts 

are fairly extensive, and even a technically-
informed Masonic reader who prods himself to 
read all of Committed to the Flames may agree 

with me that the real substance of the volume 
could have been presented in half the page count. 

Book Review 
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Light of the East Lodge:      From the Editor.  

There are three Lodges of Research in Queensland one warranted, Barron Barnett in Brisbane.  Two 

operating in conjunction with another Lodge WH Green in Townsville and WHJ Mayers in Cairns. So 

when I found this article my interest was set in motion as this “Light of the East” appears to be the first 

Lodge of Research in Queensland. I have included a history of this Lodge in the box below. ED 

  

Found in Ars Quatuor Coronatorum, Vol. 10 (1897) 

QUEENSLAND.  
 
Brisbane. — In this far distant portion of the empire, a new Lodge was erected on  the 7th January last, 
inspired by the example our own Lodge has set. We wish it every  prosperity. The following is from a 
colonial paper : —  
 
" Light of the East Lodge.. — The consecration of a new Lodge under the Scottish Constitution took 
place on Thursday in the Masonic Rail, Alice Street, in the presence of over 100 brethren, representing 
the three British Constitutions, and also the New South Wales and Victoria Grand Lodges. The special 
object of the new Lodge, which starts with a membership of fifty-two, is not to carry on the ordinary 
work of conferring degrees, but rather to cultivate the literary and esoteric phases of Freemasonry by the 
preparation, reading, and discussion of papers and essays.  
The membership embraces many Past Masters of all the Constitutions. The colours of the regalia are 
black and white. After the installation ceremony the brethren adjourned to the banquet room, where 
eloquent speeches were delivered by the District Grand Master, Master of the Lodge, the Senior Warden, 
and other's. Generally, hopes were expressed that the new Lodge would tend to promote an  
elevated tone in the Masonic Ledges of Queensland."  

“Lumens ingens oriente lucet, ubi pax et silentium regnant" 
 
Light of the East L.odge 

No. 852, S.O. ; No. 33, Q.c. ; No. 1 13, U.G.L.Q, 
 
The history of the Lodge 

From its foundation in 1896. As recorded in its Minutes. 

By 

W. BRO. ABE. HISLOP, P.s G D , U G L Q.  

Secretary. 1924—1931 
 
The Genesis. 

Towards the close of the year 1896, a small number of earnest Masons occasionally met together for the 

purpose of a deeper Study of the Inner or Esoteric side of Freemasonry. As their numbers gradually 

increased, they decided, after much careful thought and deliberation, to form themselves into a regular 

Masonic lodge. On the evening of Friday, November 13th, 1896, the following brethren met and decided 

to apply to the District Grand Lodge of Scotland for a Dispensation. They were R. W. 

Bros. F. W. Faithfull, 680 S.O.; J. F. Batson, 680 S.C.. T. Jenkinson, 755 S.C.; wor Bros. A. Morgan, 

755 S C., C. W. 455 S.O.; H. L'. Mines, 1 186 E.o.; T. A. 

D. Maillard, S C ; and Brog. R. J. Cottell, 2286 E O  R. S. Hughes, 331 1.c., and G. Ballinger, 805 S.O  
 
 The plan of working. 

The plan for working then was fixed as follows (1) 

The lodge to be named “The Light, of the East Lodge” (2) The members to be Bright Masons who love 

the Craft and desire a further knowledge of Esoteric Masonry; (3) The aim of the lodge not to be making 

Masons," but affording higher instruction to those already raised ; (4) The means to this end to be always 

working in the Third Degree ; (5) Office in the lodge to be, de facto. based on merit and ability ; (6) A 

feature of the working may be calling off from labour to refreshment for discussion, and/ or recreation 

The members to be Bright Masons who love the Craft and desire a further knowledge of Esoteric Masonry;  
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(7) At every meeting an original discourse or reading on the lines of the advised objects of the lodge to 

be given (8) Officers' regalia to be black and white. The place of meeting was decided to be the Masonic 

Hall, Alice Street, Brisbane. The entrance fee was fixed at £1/1/- The Chairman on this occasion was 

R.W, Bro. Faithfull, and the Secretary (pro tem) W. Bro. Maillard. 
 
Name and colours of regalia 

The name of the lodge, "Light of the East," was adopted by its founders as being the most appropriate to 

the objects of the lodge, viz , the spreading of light and knowledge from the place of learning—the east ; 

it also had a reference to the steps of every candidate in Freemasonry in his quest for light and 

knowledge towards the east, and further to that great luminary of Nature, the sun, which rising in the east 

spreads light over the whole Creation. For these and other symbolic Masonic reasons this name was 

chosen. A further reference to this may be noted in the Latin quotation printed at the top of the annual 

installation card, which reads “Lumens ingens oriente lucet, ubi pax et silentium regnant" a literal 

translation of which reads " Shine's immense east, light, where peace and silence reign." The colours 

adopted for .the officers' regalia, black and white, were also chosen for their Masonic significance, 

symbolizing " night and day," " the darkness of ignorance and the light of Masonry," "the shadows and 

the sunshine of life"  the passing from mortality to immortality, synchronizing also with the black and 

white squares of the chequered pavement of the lodge. These colours were approved by the Grand Lodge 

and remained the distinctive officers' regalia of the lodge until some years after the formation of the 

Grand Lodge of Queensland when, for the sake of uniformity, the light blue regalia was adopted. The 

black and white cover on the altar and Master and Warden's pedestal is, however, still in use, and until 

recently, when the lodge moved to the New Temple, the black and white curtain with the double triangle 

thereon were still in use inside the portal. 
 
Foundation meeting and election of officers. 

On November 21st, 1896, another meeting was held those brethren present on this occasion being R. W. 

Bro. Faithfull (in the chair), W. Bros. Rae, O. W. Thurlby, T. Jenkinson, F. Garner, T. A. D. Maillard, J. 

F. Batson, Rev. Bro. A. T. Chawdowgki, and Bros. S. R. Giles, H. J. Crick, T. H. Brundrett, J. H. 

Rowell, W. Begg, and R. J. Cottell. Apologies were also made for absence by W. Bros. J. W. Ashton, O. 

H. Harley, S. Flegeltaub, C. Kebbell, C. A. Morgan, and Bros. R. S. Hughes and A. J. Stuart. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been confirmed, the election of officers was proceeded 

with, and —R. W. Master, W. Bro. O. W. Thurlby ; Depute Master, W. Bro. H. E. Mines ; Substitute 

Master, W. Bro. C. H. Harley ; Senior Warden, Bro. W. Begg ; Junior Warden, R.W. Bro. W. Rae ; 

Secretary, W. Bro. F. A. D. Maillard ; Treasurer, W. Bro. S. Flegeltaub ; Chaplain, Rev. Bro. A. T. 

Chawdowgki ; Senior Deacon, Bro. R. J. Cottell ; Junior Deacon, Bro. F. K. Brundrett ; Stewards, R. W. 

Bro. T. Jenkinson and W. Bro. T. Koch ; Inner Guard, Bro. S. R. Giles ; Tyler, Bro. C. Heike. 

It was decided that the night of meeting is the first Thursday of each month. The Junior Warden and 

Stewards were authorised to open a subscription list to cover the cost of installation, and they were 

appointed in charge of all the arrangements. YV. Bro. Maillard and R. W. Bro. Faithful were appointed 

as a committee to draft a code of by-laws for the lodge. It was also decided that questions on Masonic 

subjects be received at the lodge meetings, which may be answered when put, or at a subsequent 

meeting. After having appointed the W.Master-elect., W. Bro. Thurlby, to consult with Grand Lodge in 

reference to the installation, etc, the meeting closed, the record being signed by W, Bro. C. W. Thurlby, 

and countersigned by W. Bro. Maillard 8B secretary. 

Consecration of the Lodge and Installation 

On January 7th, 1897, in the presence of a large gathering of brethren from the English, Scottish, Irish 

and N.S. W. Constitutions, the ceremony of the consecration of the lodge, installation of the W. Master 

and investiture of the officers was performed by R. W. Bro. Thos Mylne, District Grand 'Master of 

Scottish Freemasonry, assisted by Grand Lodge Officers. On the conclusion of the ceremony, the W. 

Master, W. Bro. Thurlby, thanked the District Grand Master and his officers for officiating, and then in a 

short but telling speech addressed the assembled brethren on the objects of, the lodge. The lodge was 

then closed in P. , L. and H. 
 
It is of interest. to note that in reporting the proceedings, the Freemasons' Chronicle, N.S.W. , 



Harashim issue 72 October 2016                                                                                                                                                                            

15 

commented thus : 

We can hardly compliment the lodge on its colour, although it has been pointed out it shows ' a 

distinction' of the light and darkness of Masonic rectitude  printed matter is black and white, and that it 

also represents life and death." 
 
Regular meetings. 

The lodge having been regularly constituted and formed, and numbered on the roll of the Grand Lodge 

of Scotland, No. 852, continued to meet regularly for some time. At the meeting held on March 4th, 

1897, the by-laws . were finally passed, and provided, amongst other things, that the fees of the lodge 

shall be : Initiation fee, £21 ; affiliate fee, £1/5/-; annual subscription, £l/l/-; country members, 10/6. 

The by-laws also stated that ' the badge of the lodge shall be a silver star, and every member is expected 

to wear one, which were to be obtained from the secretary. Apparently, this was never carried into effect, 

as there is no record of any badges being obtained, or of anyone who wore one. 

During its early existence under the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and in conformity with its avowed object 

to educate, there was delivered many very interesting lectures, viz. : 

On February 4th, 1897, "The Symbolism of the Masters' Apron," by R. W. Bro. C. W. Thurlby. 

On March 4th, 1897, Masonic Origins,  by Bro. W Begg. s w. (known in public life as, Walter 

Bentley). 

 

 

 

 

On April 18th, 1897, "Architecture and its :Teaching, with particular reference to underground Jerusalem 

and the remains of King Solomon's Temple, by Rev. Bro. G. D. Buchanan. 

On June 3rd, 1897, " The Rise and Development of Grand Lodge," by W. Bro. Maillard. 

On August 5th, 1897, Masonic Evolution,' Bro. Spencer, N.S. W., (read by R W. Bro. Faithful). 

On September 2nd, 1897, " The Origin of the words Free and Freemasonry, compiled by W. Bro. Speth, 

P.A.G D,C. Eng., read by R.W. Bro. Koch. 

And on Oct. 7th, 1897 ' 'The Antient Landmarks of the Order," by WBro. Jaggar. 

In the minutes of the meeting held on July 8th, 1897, appear the last complete record of the officers of 

the lodge until November 16th, 1903. At this meeting (July 8th, 1897) The following brethren were 

installed Master, RW. Bro. T. Koch ; Depute Master, W. Bro. O. W. Thurlby (who still regularly attends 

the lodge) ; Substitute Master, W. Bro. C. H. Harley (afterwards Grand Secretary G. L. of Q , and U.G. 

L. of  Q )  Senior Warden, W. Bro. A. Morgan ; Junior Warden, Bro. R. J. Cottell ; Secretary. W. Bro. F. 

A.. D. Maillard ; Treasurer, Bro. H. J. Crick ; Senior  Deacon, Bro. A. J. Stuart ; Junior Deacon, Bro. G. 

T. Ballinger ; Organist, W. Bro. H. E. Mines; Steward. Bro. J. Watson ; Inner Guard, Bro. E. Files ; 

Tyler, Bro. C. Heike. 

The Installation Ceremony was performed by the District Grand Depute Master, R. W. Bro. R. Lee 

Bryce, who appointed W. Bro. Thurlby acting D.C. Director of Ceremonies for the occasion. 

From the minutes of August 5th, 1897, it appears that the lodge was finding some difficulty in carrying 

on, as it is noticed that the Tyler, Bro. C. Heike had offered to forego his fees pending the lodges' 

financial difficulty. A motion was also carried That the members now present, and voting for it, agree to 

donate a half-year's subscription to the lodge funds, and endeavour to induce absent members to do the 

same." Apparently this appeal was not very successful, for the minutes of October 7th, 1897 show the 

lodge was still in difficulty, as a notice of motion was tabled, That the lodge considers the advisability of 

going into recess for the months of December, January and February next ' a lecture on " Masonic 

Symbols and Emblems " for the month of November apparently never being delivered, so no meeting 

was held. 

During the first year of its history the meetings were well attended -by members and visitors, and the 

interest shown gave great encouragement to its founders, but after a time it was found impracticable to 

continue, as the expense of holding the meetings and providing for the number of visitors proved too 

much for the finances of the Lodge. 

This is quite evident from the irregular dates of the. meetings after October 1897. 

The next meeting of which there is any record was on July 4th, 1898, when the only business recorded 

Initiation fee, £21 in 2016 dollars this equates to $511 



Harashim issue 72 October 2016                                                                                                                                                                            

16 

according to the Minutes, was the installation of the officers for the year 1898-99, the Wor. Master at that 

time being W. Bro. Koch, the Oath on this occasion being taken by W. Bro. Thurlby, but no particulars 

are given as to who the other officers were. 

The next meeting held was on August 17th, 1899 when again the only business was the installation of the 

officers, Bro. Koch being again confirmed in the office of Wor. Master. 

On June 30th, 1900, the. lodge again met, when the Wor. Master, Bro. Koch vacated the Chair, which 

was then taken by R. W. Bro. R. Lee Bryce, who stated that the R.W. District Grand Master had 

requested him to preside on this occasion, in order that the rights of the Charter should be preserved, and 

also to install the officers. 

The installation ceremony having been performed, and the R.W. Master, Bro. Koch, having been saluted, 

the lodge was closed. 

The next meeting wag held on August, 3rd, 1901, when the R. W. Master, Stated that the R.W. District 

Grand Master had given a Dispensation to suspend the By-laws until otherwise directed in order that in 

future officers may be nominated and installed at one meeting, as might be required, and to act as he 

might consider best in the interest of the lodge. The Lodge was then closed, the record being Signed by 

R. W. Bro. Koch as R. W. Master. 

On October 17th, 1902, the lodge again met, when the only business was the election and installation, 

after which the lodge was closed, the record being signed by R.W. Bro. Koch W.M. 

The next record is that of a special meeting held on November 16th, 1903, when the following brethren 

were admitted as affiliate members : W. Bros. Rev. Dr. Frackelston, John Huxham, J. F. Shale, W. C. 

Hawkins, J. Tait,  E. M. Jones and W. L. Marquis, and Bros. M. R. McGavin and E. A. Macpherson. The 

minutes state that the above-mentioned brethren, with the exception of W. Bros Tait  Jones and Marquis, 

who were absent., were duly and regularly obligated, and it is rather interesting to notice that according 

to the attendance roll on that occasion, there were no other brethren present except the Wor. Master, Bro. 

Koch. However, they then proceeded with the election of officers, which resulted as follows; R.W, 

Master, W. Bro. Rev. Dr. Frackelston,  I P. M„ W. Bro. Koch  Depute Master, W. Bro, R. Lee Bryce ; 

Sub. Master, W. Bro. John Huxham ; Senior Warden, Bro. M. R. McGavin ; Junior Warden, Bro. E, A. 

Macpherson , Secretary and Treasurer, W. Bro. W. C. Hawkins ; Senior Deacon, W. Bro. J. F. Shale; 

Junior Deacon, W. Bro. W. Hamilton ; Inner Guard, Bro. G. B. Lee Bryce. 

In accordance with the Dispensation granted on August 3rd, 1901, the installation then took place, the 

ceremony being performed by R. W. Bro. Koch, I. P.M. The lodge was then closed. 

It appears from the foregoing that an attempt was being made to resuscitate the lodge, an attempt which 

happily proved successful. 

On the following month, December (3rd), 1903, A regular meeting of the lodge was held, when the 

minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed by the W. Master, Rev. Dr Frackelston. This was the 

last meeting of the lodge held under the banner of the District Grand Lodge of Scotland. At this meeting, 

the By-laws having been suspended for the purpose, W. Bro. W. O. Hawkins put the following motion : 

That it is desirable that a Grand Lodge of F. and A. Masons of Queensland be forthwith constituted, and 

that this lodge gives its hearty Support to the furtherance of this object." This was Seconded by W. Bro. 

Tait and carried unanimously. The R. W. Master, Rev. Dr Frackelston, and R. W. Bro. Huxham were 

appointed as delegates of this lodge to assist, in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Queensland. R. W  

Bro. Rev. Dr Frackelston, W. Bro. Hawkins and Bros, E. A, Macpherson  and M. R. McGavin were 

appointed as trustees for the time being of the lodge property and funds. At this meeting, there was 

delivered by R. W. Bro. Rev. Dr Frackelston, a lecture on " The Mysteries of the Cabiri," those old 

Phoenician Demi Gods whose worship was first established in the island of Samothrace. 

This might be said to be the last occasion on which the lodge functioned in accordance with its 

original intention, viz , the delivery of lectures, etc. After  the lecture was delivered it was moved 

and carried unanimously, That this lodge adjourns over January, and go into recess until such time as the 

R. W. Master deems it advisable to call the brethren together again, of which due notice will be given.' ' 

'There being no further business the lodge was closed in L.P. and H. 
 
Under the Grand Lodge of Queensland. 

The first meeting of the lodge under the banner of the Grand Lodge of Queensland was held when the 

brethren were called together on June 6th, 1904. The minutes of the meeting of December 3rd, 1903, 
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were then confined and signed by the Wor. Master, Bro. Rev. Dr Frackelston. A Provisional Warrant was 

read from the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Queensland, and the brethren Affirmed their 

allegiance thereto. From the minutes of this meeting, it is apparent that the lodge had abandoned its 

original object of instruction only, for two gentlemen were nominated for initiation ; they were Thomas 

Brooke and James Morgan. The Wor. Master and officers elected at the meeting held on November 16th, 

1903, were confirmed in their office for the ensuing Masonic year, with the exception of the Depute and 

Substitute Masters, which were not provided for under the new regime. 

At the next meeting on July 11th, 1904, the installation of the officers previously confirmed took place, 

this being the first installation in the lodge under the Grand Lodge of Queensland. 

At the meeting held on August 1st, 1904, it was unanimously decided to confer honorary membership on 

R. W. Bro. C. W. Thurlby, first Wor. Master of the lodge, and also on R. W. Bro. E. M. Jones as a token 

of appreciation of his zeal in assisting in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Queensland. At a 

subsequent meeting of the lodge, by-laws were adopted, and from this time onwards the lodge continued 

to meet regularly on the first Monday of each month, receiving candidates for initiation and affiliation in 

an ordinary manner. 

The first brethren to be raised to the Third Degree in the lodge were Bros. Thomas Brooks, James 

Morgan and Samuel Jamieson on October 3rd, 1904. The first brother to attain to the chair of the lodge 

was Thos. Wm. Bouchard, who wag initiated in the lodge on April 3rd, 1905, and installed W. M. in July 

1908. 

 

 

 

 

It is somewhat strange that no mention is made of the fees in any of the minutes of this time, but from a 

copy of the old bylaws, it is shown that the fee for initiation was £8/8/-, affiliate £2/2/-, and subscription 

£2/2/- per annum, payable quarterly. 

The Ritual now worked by the lodge was that of the new Grand Lodge of Queensland, and it is of interest 

to note that although working for some years under the District Grand Lodge of Scotland, the lodge never 

worked that Ritual for any initiation on account of the object of the lodge being not to make Masons, but 

rather to educate those already made. Probably the initiation fee of ,£21 at that time had also a good deal 

to do with it. 

The history of the lodge from this onwards does not call for any special comment, except to note that for 

a period of twenty years from November 16th, 1903, until his death on July 31st, 1924, W. Bro. W. C. 

Hawking occupied the position of the secretary of the lodge, discharging his duty faithfully and well. 

The number of the lodge on the roll of the Grand Lodge of Queensland was 33, and a list of the brethren 

occupying the chair during its history is given at the end of this record. 
 
Conclusion. 

In the year 1920, an amalgamation of the District Grand Lodge of England and the District Grand Lodge 

of Scotland took place under the name of the Queensland Grand Lodge ; and on April 27th, 1931, the 

Grand Lodge of Queensland and the Queensland Grand Lodge were united under the name of the United 

Grand Lodge of F. and A, Masons of Queensland, and this Light of the East Lodge came under its 

banner, being numbered 113 on the roll. 
 
Installed Masters 

No. 852 S.C.—c. W. Thurlby 1897, F. B, W. Koch 1897-1902, Rev. Dr W. S. Frackelston 1903-4. 

No. 33, Q C.—Rev. Dr W. S. Frackelston 1904-5, M, R. McGgvin 1905-7, E. A. Macpherson 1907-8, T. 

W, Bouchard 1908-10, J. McCulloch 1910-11, H. M. 

1911-12, C. J. Downward .,1912-3, A. Hislop 1913-4, G. Rees 1914-5, C. H. Menzie 1915-6, A. A. 

Crees 1916-71 J. Nicholson 1917-18, B, H. A. Spencer 1918-9, P. W. Daunt 1919-20, Geo. V. Boyce. 

1920-1. 
No. 1 13, U.G.L.Q.—H. A. Brown 1921-2, O. P. Freemantle 1922-3, H. E. W. Johns 1923-4, N. G, 
McNeil 1924-5, Geo. Grant 1925-6, Ernest Bayton 1926-7, W, B Gregory 1927-8, H. Purcell 1928-9, A. 
H. Burgess 1929. 30, H. B. Ball 1930 F. O. Victor 1931. 
ED. I thank WB Tony Tabrett for assistance with this paper. 

This Lodge lasted through three Grand Lodges but ceased on 1st September 1997 
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Spirituality and Freemasonry. 
 
We often are asked what is Freemasonry. We can 
give the standard answer that we take a good man 
and make him better. How will we do that?  
We can say that it is a system of morality veiled in 
allegory. How do we explain that?  
 
We can even refer to Albert Pike in his work Morals 
and Dogma, Sublime Prince. On page 854 where 
he gives this definition:  
 
FREEMASONRY is the subjugation of the Human 
that is in man by the Divine; the Conquest of the 
Appetites and Passions by the Moral Sense and the 
Reason; a continual effort, struggle, and warfare of 
the Spiritual against the Material and Sensual.  
 
Freemasonry uses allegorical symbols to teach 
philosophy concerning the nature of the Devine, 
however, that is expressed, the origins of the 
universe, and humanity's universal destiny.  
 
The Freemasonic initiate is put on the path of this 
study by being initiated into the fraternity of 
Masonry, a Westernized Mystery school.  
If the initiate studies the ritual, he will receive, 
proportionate to his ability to think and    
understand, deep mystic revelations regarding the 
nature of the universe and our mystic journey 
through it.  
 
Our Initiation is an event that should start us on the 
road to enlightenment. Remember the three phases 
of our progress through the three degrees, from birth 
to maturity to old age, or from minority to 
adulthood.   
Emmanual Kant writing in 1784  on enlightenment 
said; “ It is so comfortable to be a minor! If I have a 
book that understands for me, a spiritual advisor 
who has a conscience for me, a doctor who decides 
upon a regimen for me, and so forth, I need not 
trouble myself at all. I need not think if only I can 
pay; others will readily undertake the irksome 
business for me.” 
 
I have always believed that our ritual had a deeper 
significance than what appears on the surface. 
Through my association with other esoteric bodies 
and their knowledge, I have been able to recognise 
phrases, analogies, allegories, and symbols from 
these ancient teachings.  It seems to me that many 
Masons have either lost sight of or are not aware of, 
what our ritual is indicating to us.  
 
I would like to share with you some of my thoughts, 
which I think could introduce to you, some of the 
deeper meaning behind the words of our degree 
rituals, in the hope that you will gain a better 

understanding of our ritual. 
 
The major offices in a Lodge all have allegorical 
significance. For example, the Master of the Lodge 
symbolises King Solomon or Deity, heaven, 
maleness, aggressiveness, or the sun which controls 
life. The Junior Warden symbolises the space 
halfway between the sun and moon, and controls the 
refreshment at High Twelve and, because of his 
position at meridian, can better control the time for 
the Worshipful Master and the Senior Warden. The 
Junior Warden is the fulcrum and keeps the balance  
of the day. The Senior Warden symbolises the 
opposite part of the Divine Triad: the Moon, Mother 
Earth, mother, femaleness, and passiveness, and 
creates the balance needed to run the lodge by 
representing the other half of the daily and yearly 
cycle: night. 
 
I have come to understand that there are three 
aspects to our ritual: physical, mental, and spiritual. 
The first degree is mostly related to the physical; the 
second degree to the mental (or intellectual), and the 
third to the spiritual.  
Also, each degree is built on the one before, so there 
are three levels: 1st degree – physical also 
(representing birth), 2nd degree – mental (also 
representing growth and development), and 3rd 
degree – spiritual (also representing death). 

 
Each one of the degree rituals has, within it, three 
levels. The physical relates to the actions and 
symbols; the mental relates to the moral and 
intellectual aspects, and the spiritual which I will 
try to explain. Spirituality refers to certain kinds of 
activity through which a person seeks meaning, 
especially a "search for the sacred". Contemplate if 
you will the story of Hiram and what the ceremony 
of the Third degree means to you. 
Spirituality means something different to everyone. 
For some, it's about participating in 
organised religion: going to church, synagogue, a 
mosque, and so on. For others, it's more personal—
some people get in touch with their spiritual side 
through private prayer, yoga, meditation, quiet 
reflection, contemplating the hidden meaning in our 
Ritual while attending Lodge, or even long walks.  
 
Research shows that even sceptics can't stifle the 
sense that there is something greater than the 
concrete world we see. As the brain processes 
sensory experiences, we naturally look for patterns 
and then seek out meaning in those patterns. And 
the phenomenon is known as "cognitive dissonance" 

I have always believed that our ritual 
had a deeper significance than what 

appears on the surface 
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shows that once we believe in something, we will 
try to explain away anything that conflicts with it. 
 
I must tell you that I have found no official view 
regarding this deeper aspect of our ritual. Grand 
Lodge cannot provide you with any standard book 
that contains these explanations, in fact, few Grand 
Lodge publications refer to the deeper, more 
esoteric, side of Masonry. And some Grand Lodge 
bans discussion on the esoteric altogether.  
Maybe that is why there are a few different 
interpretations that you may come across. This is not 
important; what is, is that which is meaningful 
to you. 
 
I will try to put forward some views that show 
evidence of our Rituals deeper meaning. 
At your initiation, you were announced at the door 
of the lodge as “a poor candidate, in a state of 
darkness, humbly soliciting to be admitted to the 
mysteries and privileges of Ancient Freemasonry.” 
What are these mysteries? Is Freemasonry ancient? 
 
Indeed, what are these mysteries? We can go back to 
ancient India, to Sanscrit writings which contained 
mysteries. Various custodians have held the great 
light upon the ancient Secret Doctrine, one must 
still, however, refer to the religious and 
philosophical scriptures of India, which was in its 
spiritual and temporal prime when modern Europe 
was frozen beneath an ice-cap.  

Early Chinese Spirituality like Confucianism and 
Taoism philosophy also shared similar ideas and 
ideals long before so-called Western Civilisation. A 
written code of behaviour being the I-Ching some 
millennia before Christ. Confucianism being a code 
of moral conduct, not a religion, as we identify 
Freemasonry. 
The Egyptians referred to in our Ritual, were also 
custodians of Mysteries, then the Greeks and the 
Hebrews, look to the Kabalah, then the early 
Christian Church, all seeking the Devine. 
 
 I will remind you that, during the examination 
before passing to the second degree, you were 
asked: “What is Freemasonry?” The answer you 
were to give is: “A peculiar system of morality, 
veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.” 
Brethren, contained within this statement, are the 
first clues that there is something that is hidden. 
Let’s examine this statement further. 
A “System of Morality…” – Are the rituals of 
Masonry there merely for the purpose of teaching 
morals: Temperance, Prudence, Justice, Charity, and 
Brotherly Love?. Was Masonry instituted to teach 
these elementary virtues? As you well know, those 
who are “fit and proper people to be made Masons” 
must be “Just and upright men …… and strict 
morals.” So, ask yourself if Masonry was meant to 
teach morals to those who are already moral? 

 
“Veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols…” – 
“veiled” means “hidden or covered,” and that is 
another clue. “Allegory” means “a story that has a 
deeper or more general meaning in addition to its 
surface meaning,” and that is another clue. 
A symbol is “something used for or regarded as 
representing something else,” which is yet another 
clue. 
 
As you can see, from this statement of the what; 
Masonry refers to something hidden. This is a clear 
indication of something deeper hidden in our ritual. 
Occult being another word meaning hidden! 
What is it that is veiled? The First Degree Tracing 
Board lecture begins, The usages and customs 
among Freemasons have ever borne a near affinity 
to those of the Antient Egyptians. Their 
philosophers, unwilling to expose their mysteries to 
vulgar eyes, couched their systems of learning and 
polity under signs and hieroglyphical figures. 
 
What this is suggesting is that, as in the ancient 
Egyptian mysteries, something is concealed within 
our Rituals and customs. 
This then seems to indicate that the real secret of 
Masonry: that which our ritual hides, is deeper, 
more esoteric, spiritual lessons, based on 
various ancient mysteries and teachings that have 
been taught throughout the ages, in varying ways, 
and is still being taught today. This something that is 
an individual thing and makes sense to you and 
maybe not to others. Do we not lock up the secrets 
in the safe and sacred repository of our hearts? 
 
These mysteries are neither written nor taught 
within Freemasonry. They are embedded within for 
those with the desire to seek the light. This can be 
done through self-education, contemplation, 
understanding, and assimilation. It does not matter 
what religion, if any, you may follow, as these 
mysteries apply to all. The candidate, if he is to 
benefit from the light to which the Craft leads, must 
be prepared to keep his mind open, and seek an 
understanding of those mysteries, which can not be 
taught.  
 
The sources of our Initiation Ceremony, while 
based, perhaps, on old Operative ceremonies, are a 
blend of various streams of influence, usually called 
the Ancient Wisdom.   
A long thread throughout the centuries of ancient 
wisdom was constructed but forgotten to the 
point that much of it’s hidden treasures have long 
eluded, modern scholars. If we were to trace back 
and recover its splendour, we will find that each age 
that succeeds another, from Sanscrit through 
Kabalah to Freemasonry, builds and adds to it.    
 
In all Schools of Mystery, written into their  
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(continued from page 19) 
 
Scriptures and cosmologies, the tradition is 
universal of a “Golden Age”, an age of 
comparative innocence, wisdom, and spirituality, 
in which racial unity and individual happiness and 
enlightenment prevailed. Is our search for 
spirituality a hope to return to this Golden Age?  
Many have, over the years put forth their 
philosophy relating to this concept. The term  
“Secret Doctrine”, has been used.  It was used 
again by the author of The Secret Doctrine, the 
Synthesis of Science, Religion, and Philosophy, a 
book originally published in two volumes in 1888 
written by Helena Blavatsky, the founder of 
Theosophy.   

 
The contents of all this Ancient Wisdom is 
common to all the Ancient Mysteries and 
Initiation systems from the dawn of history. These 
are combined with elements from other systems, 
such as Hermeticism, the Hebrew Kabbalah, 
Rosicrucianism, Muslim Sufism, Christian 
Mysticism, Buddhism, Theosophy, 
Anthroposophy⃰, and others, drawing symbols from 
all of them. I do not say that they each come up 
with the same explanation or meaning of the 
varying symbols and allegory but are, indeed 
similar. 
Researching these, and there are many books 
regarding them, it becomes clear that all these 
sources have been promoters of the same 
Mysteries, and that they proclaim the same truths. 
Many of them also have rituals with layered 
meanings, and many correspond to our Degrees.  
 
Some of the founders of Freemasonry, as we know 
it today, were Rosicrucians, who are/were teachers 
of the ancient wisdom. Having studied their 
teachings myself, I can clearly see the signposts 
embedded in our ritual. I encourage you to do your 
own further research to verify this for yourselves. I 
will go so far as to say that it could be the most 
interesting thing you do in your life. 
 
 ⃰ Anthroposophy, a philosophy founded by Rudolf 
Steiner, postulates the existence of an objective, 
intellectually comprehensible spiritual world that 
is accessible by direct experience through inner 
development. 
 
Harvey Lovewell ED 

Check out “The Secret Teachings of all 
Ages” by Manly P Hall 

mailto:harbar88@gmail.com
https://issuu.com/harashimed
mailto:harashimed@gmail.com
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The Old Charges of the Craft: from the stone mason to the Free Mason 

compiled and edited by Guy Chassagnard 
Segnat, June 2016 
pb, steno pad size (152x229mm), 635g, 368pp 
ISBN 10: 290108253X, ISBN 13: 978-290108253 
Amazon US$16.99 + freight. 

What a glorious collection of old documents, from 1248 to 1738, all in readable English! Writer , 
editor and French Freemason Guy Chassagnard has gathered thirty documents—Charges, Charters, 
Constitutions, Decrees, Manuscripts, Ordinances, Regulations, Statutes, and extracts, from England, 
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy and Scotland—and added a couple of early English exposures for good 
measure. Some of these documents he has translated or rendered into modern English, while for others he 
is content to supply a literal transcript of the original document. Each document is given a separate chapter, 
with an explanation when necessary, and useful notes. 

In his introduction, ‘From the Stone Mason to the Free Mason’, Bro Chassagnard remarks: 

There is apparently no historical and societal connection between the Bolognese Masters of 
the Wall, living in the thirteenth century; the Scottish operative masons working, under the 
authority of William Schaw, in the late sixteenth; and the early members of the Ancient and 
Right Worshipful Fraternity of Free-Masons, who celebrated the St. John the Baptist’s Day 
in London, in the year 1717. 

Nevertheless, the reader will find a remarkable continuity of thought contained in these documents 
composed in different countries, in different tongues, and in different times There is a kinship between the 
stonemasons and associated trades. They share the same problems and are governed similarly, across 
national borders and through the centuries. And, whether or not Freemasonry developed directly from 
stonemasonry, in England or Scotland, or in France or Germany for that matter, we have inherited or 
adopted so much from them that the feeling of kinship crosses not only the barriers of time and distance but 
also the gap from operative to speculative. We are their heirs! 

It is not a book to be devoured in one sitting. A chapter or two per day is recommended, with cross-
referencing and re-reading as desired. It will prove to be a good read and a useful reference. The specialist 
will, no doubt, still wish to consult the original document, the subject of his particular research, but for the 
average researcher this book is a boon which he can consult when 
needed and without delay or further expense.     

 

Book review    by Tony pope 
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The Lucas Apron 
© 2016 Neil Wynes Morse 

 

The Grand Lodge of Tasmania Library and Museum has numerous treasures. One of these is a very old 
masonic apron whose origins would seem to date back to before the First Fleet. 

 
 

Image 1: The Lucas Apron 
 

Through the kindness of Bro Rod Clarke, the Grand Librarian and a Past GM of the jurisdiction, I was able 
to view what may be the oldest masonic relic in Australia. 
 
The label displayed with the apron gives the following information: 

This apron belonged to the late Edward George Lucas who was a direct descendant of Thomas 
Lucas a marine who arrived at Port Jackson on the Scarbrough in 1788. He was the owner of the 
adjacent apron. 
Thomas Lucas married Anne Howard, went to Norfolk Island and, when the settlement was closed, 
was evacuated to Van Diemen’s Land with his four children on the City of Edinburgh, arriving in 
Hobart Town on September 3, 1808. 
He was granted one of the first grants of land on which the town of Kingston now stands. 

 
The apron is of fabric, rather than skin, and is hand sewn and hand painted. The fall is semi-circular, in the 
Scottish/European manner, but smaller in size than the current Scottish pattern; more akin to a pre-
Revolution French apron. 
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Image 2: The angel with trumpet on the fall– showing the workmanship in the decoration and sewing. 
 
Advice received from UGLE states: 
‘Prior to 1813 there was no standard form for a masonic apron although some common patterns did 
emerge. “Sit Lux et Lux Fuit” is a generic motto meaning “let there be light and there was light” but the 

angel with the trumpet that is on the bottom of the flap is a feature of membership certificates for lodges 
affiliated to the Ancient Grand Lodge [the rival to the first Grand Lodge established in 1717, such that the 
merger between the two in 1813 created what is now the United Grand Lodge of England]. It would be 
consistent with the Lodge of Temperance which was so affiliated.  However it may have been that this 
type of apron pattern was used by a number of Ancient Lodges so we can’t link it solely to the Lodge of 

Temperance. The construction is also perfectly in period.’ 
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Thomas Lucas, a Past Master of the Lodge, was an original ‘First Fleeter’. He arrived in Port Jackson as a 
marine in the vessel Scarborough and in the Historical Records of Australia is recorded as a private in the 
102nd Regiment in Captain Shea’s Company of the New South Wales Corps between 1 July and 30 
September 1788. By 1797 he had left the Corps and was, in August of that year, given a grant of 60 acres 
of land on Norfolk Island by Governor Hunter. A February 1805 list of ‘People On and Off the Stores’ on 
Norfolk Island states that he was at that time a painter and glazier. He left Norfolk Island on 3 September 
1808 as part of the evacuation exercise on board the ship City of Edinburgh and with his family, 
comprising his wife Ann (nee Howard) and four sons, re-settled on the Derwent in Van Diemen’s Land. 
Subsequently he received a holding in Queenborough/Sandy Bay in that settlement. He died in late August 
1815 and was buried in the cemetery which has now been converted into St. David’s Park, (opposite the 
present Tasmanian Masonic headquarters in Sandy Bay Road) Hobart with Masonic honours. 
 
A diary entry for 1 September 1815 by the Reverend Knopwood records that ‘At 3.00 pm I buried Mr. 
Lucas from Browns River. He has been a marine that came out when the settlement at Pt. Jackson was 
formed, then became a settler and went to Norfolk Island. There he remain’d till the island was evacuated; 
most of the settlers came to this colony. He was a Mason, and buried by the Brothers in Masonic form.’ 
 
Prior to the evacuation, several brethren, ‘for the Brethren’ addressed a letter to the Commandant of the 
island in the following terms: 
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The ‘Piper’ letter 
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Transcription 
Sir, 

Impressed with a lively sense of Gratitude for the Patronage and generous protection which we in 
our collective capacity as Free and Accepted Masons have experienced under your Authority; we 
now beg leave to request your acceptance of our sincerest acknowledgements. 

It is an Axiom, founded on the Pediment of the Masonic Institution, that a Mason’s Conduct 
should be orderly, regulated by a strict adherence to the laws, and particularly obedient to regular 
legislative Authorities; we humbly presume from the affability of your demeanour and the 
politeness of your attention to us as a Collective Body, that our Conduct has received your 
approbation; and consequently that no Impeachment of a deviation from good Order can be 
attached to our small Community; and as Circumstances require our departure from this Island, and 
from your Jurisdiction ( under which we have received such marks of liberal protection) we request 
you may be pleased to recommend to his Honour Lt Governor Collins, our general demeanour, and 
secure to us under his Command, a Continuance of that patronage, we have received from you, and 
we shall studiously exert ourselves, by the Regularity of our demeanour, to prove that your kind 
indulgences shall never be impeached by impropriety of Conduct on the part of, Sir, 

Your ever grateful servants, 
JAS. MITCHELL, Master. 
THOS. LUCAS, P.M. 
W. ATKINS, S.W. 

For the Brethren. 
 
From the above some idea of the importance of the Lucas apron to the story of Freemasonry in Australia 
can be gleaned. As with many such repositories, the Grand Lodge of Tasmania Library and Museum has 
numerous treasures, but, as is so often the case, the real treasures are the stories behind the objects. 

Introducing the ANZMRC 2017 eminent Masonic Lecturer 

Here is a list of those talks that will be available during the John Belton tour in 2017,  a detailed precis will 
be sent to all research lodges participating in the tour.  
 
All the papers will be published in a book which will be available prior to the lecture tour.  To avoid 
disappointment should you want a copy or copies please email our secretary Brendan Kyne at  
lordbiff@hotmail.com 
 

 
2017 TRAVELLING LECTURER MENU 

  
 English Fraternal Support for Garibaldi 1848-1870: London to the Italian Risorgimento  
 The role of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion and the first Aims and Relationships of the Craft (England) in 

1920  
 The Irish Masonic Crises 1804-1814  
 The English Masonic Union of 1813  
 The International Compact of 1814 (between the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland & Scotland 
 Resurgam* – Does Rejuvenation Await Freemasonry? *Latin for ‘I shall rise again’, as well as a Victorian 

submarine. 
 Building Oneself an Inexpensive Masonic Library  
 Pure Ancient Masonry and the Royal Arch  
 Gould’s History of Freemasonry: a Critical Reappraisal.  
 International Brotherhood: to seek for that which was lost  
 Brother – Just One More Degree?  
 Dudley Wright: Writer, Truthseeker & Freemason  
 years Assistant Editor of The Freemason and Masonic Editor of The Times of London- and through his friendship with 
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Joseph Fort Newton, wrote for the fabled masonic magazine The Builder, and later The Master Mason. Perhaps his  
  

Short Talks and Meetings with wives and guests. 
 Rev Henry Duncan: Brother, Companion & Innovative Banker  
 The Bone Box: a case of a masonic symbol migrating through the degrees  
 Society & Freemasonry – Another Way  
 Freemasonry in France  - A Brief History to 1913  
 Freemasonry Universal in France during World War I  
 Lodge Cappadocia – The capers of a Welsh Brother and an Aussie Flyer in a WWI POW Camp in Turkey (15 

min) 
 Video: Past Grand Master MWBro Remzi Sanver greets his fellow brothers ‘Down Under’ (5 min) 

  
  

 

John Belton – 2017 Travelling Lecturer 
  

 
  
John Belton became a Mason in 1980 in a small town in the 
Peak District of England. The discovery of masonic research 
really started while trying to unravel the causes of the decline 
in masonic membership across the English-speaking world – 
and led to papers in Heredom and Ars Quatuor Coronatorum. 
Over the years he has joined other orders in Scotland and 
Ireland and visited Lodges in USA, Canada, Africa, Middle 
East and Australasia. He is a member of the Quatuor Coronati 
Research Lodge in London, and a Fellow of the Philalethes 
Society and of the Masonic Society in the United States. 
  
The author of The English Masonic Union of 1813: A Tale 
Antient and Modern. His current themes are more commonly in 
the later 19th and 20th centuries and his favourite are probably 
the work on English Revolutionary Fraternalism linking 
London to the Italian Risorgimento in support of Bro Garibaldi 
and his redshirts. It is perhaps the exploration of those less 
travelled byways and angles to (masonic) history that he finds 
offer the greatest fascination and which feature in his work. 
  
The digital age offers great opportunities for those who want to 
read and is also an area of keen interest. Robert Freke Gould’s 
many editions of History of Freemasonry was untangled by 
John Belton (AQC, 2015), including the mass of different 

series and volumes published over seventy years unravelled. There is a vast amount of material out there that is 
already available in digitised format – but whose availability is simply unknown to most masonic researchers. 
  
He has spoken widely around the world including at the biannual International Conferences on the History of 
Freemasonry, and variously the Wilson Coil lecturer in California, at the Pennsylvania Masonic Academy, and the 
Masonic Spring Workshop at Kananaskis, Alberta. Over the past decade, he has been a regular contributor to 
masonic magazines, particularly The Square, on topics of current interest or controversy often relating to the role of 
freemasonry in society and the adaption of freemasonry to changes within society. 
  
By education, John Belton was a microbiologist, by profession a marketer and exporter and in retirement, and by 
inclination, a masonic searcher out of curiosities. He lives in an eighteenth century stone built cottage in the Peak 
District National Park in the north of England. 
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QUATUOR CORONATI LODGE TERCENTENARY CONFERENCE 

 
Kent Henderson 

 
About a year ago it was 'suggested' that all full members of Quatuor Coronati Lodge, such as myself, were 
'warmly encouraged' to attend the lodge's Tercentenary Conference, to be held in early September 2016, 
and to deliver a paper. Having 'received the message', as it were, I did as I was asked! And I am extremely 
glad that I did. The Conference - the lodge's contribution to the 300th Anniversary Celebrations of the 
Premier Grand Lodge - was easily the best I have ever attended. 
 
Held in the magnificent Queen's College at Cambridge University, there were over 120 attendees, most of 
whom were excellent Masonic scholars. The quality and range of papers on offer was par excellence. 
 
The Conference began, on Friday 9 September, with a 'Special Meeting' of Quatuor Coronati Lodge at the 
historic (and beautifully preserved and maintained...) Cambridge Masonic Centre, to hear WBro Ric 
Berman present his Prestonian Lecture: Foundations: new light on the formation and early years of the 
Grand Lodge of England - followed by a wonderful Festive Board/Luncheon. As one would expect, the 
paper was absolutely outstanding, and a book(let) containing it is readily available now, through QCCC. 
 
In the afternoon, back at Queen's College, the Conference was officially opened by the Conference 
Chairman, Professor Aubrey Newman, whence the program of papers - in parallel sessions, then ran over 
the next two and a half days. While I understand why this had to happen (otherwise the Conference would 
need to be 10 days long!), it did mean that all attendees had to make many choices as to which papers, or 
paper sessions, to attend. Given the outstanding quality and interest of all that was on offer; that was very, 
very difficult indeed. 
 
The papers were grouped under various headings/themes, such as: Illustrations of Masonry; Freemasonry 
in the Colonies; Freemasonry in the USA; The Rise of the Provinces; Masonry in Italy, Russia and Turkey; 
The Higher Degrees in Freemasonry, Dukes and Kings, and Anti Masonry in Italy.  
 
My paper, The Origins of Australian Masonry - a Fresh Appraisal, was in the Session entitled: 'The Sun is 
Always at its Meridian'. The other papers in the Session were Mike Kearsley's Masonry in New Zealand 
and Kenneth Marcus's A Brotherhood Of Constitutions – South And Southern Africa 1811 – 2017. The 
chairman of this Session was WBro Bob Cooper who, as a former ANZMRC Touring Lecturer, is well 
known to us in Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Additionally, all Full Members of the Lodge were asked to chair a paper session - in my case 'The Rise of 
the Provinces'. The three papers presented in this Session were: Diane Clement's Masonic Y earbooks and 
the development of Provincial Identity (Diane is the Librarian at Freemason's Hall, London); Professor 
Aubrey Newman's The Evolution of the Province and the Provincial Grand Lodge in English Freemasonry, 
and Gerald Reilly's The Urbanisation of Harwich 1832-1914:The Role of Freemasons in Particular. They 
were all different and all wonderful! 
 
Of course, all papers are embargoed until the publication of the Conference Proceedings, effectively a 
'Special Edition' of AQC, which will be published (by Lewis Masonic) early in the New Year. This is a 
book NOT to be missed. 
 
There were also a number of outstanding 'Keynote Addresses' through the Conference, including Dr James 
Daniel's The UGLE’s Districts and daughter Grand Lodges, 1850-2017, (Jim is an EC Past Grand 
Secretary) and Dr Brent Morris's The Impact of English Freemasonry on America and vice versa. 
 
During the Conference there was a Reception, a Formal Dinner (attended by the EC Deputy Grand 
Master); a dinner for QC Full Member's only (which was tremendous in itself), and a tour Queen's College 
(dating from 1209!) led by the current Master of Quatuor Coronati Lodge (the Conference Host and a key 
organiser), Dr James Campbell, who is a resident Fellow of Queen's College. Most of the extant old 
buildings date from the Fourteenth Century!! Amazing! 
 
The conference concluded with the 'Keynote Address' of Professor Andrew Prescott (in association with 
Dr Susan Sommers) entitled Searching for the Apple Tree. In their paper, the authors presented compelling 
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(and largely recently discovered) evidence that the Premier Grand Lodge was not formed until 1721 !!!! In 
other words, the UGLE Tercentenary Celebrations of 2017were occurring four early!! 
 
Well! Hopefully, as a result, Quatuor Coronati Lodge will hold another Conference 2021!! If so, I can 
ASSURE you I will be attending!! 
 
After the Conference, which finished at lunchtime of the Sunday, I spent a most pleasant afternoon putting 
on the River Cam with my old friend John Belton (the 2017 ANZMRC Touring Lecturer), Professor 
Andrew Prescott and Dr Susan Sommers. 
 
The following evening (Monday) I was in Northamptonshire speaking at Risdene Lodge No 6532 EC - my 
English 'Mother Lodge' - in which I was passed and raised, by courtesy, back in February and March 1979! 
It was a wonderful night! My last Masonic commitment was the next (Tuesday) afternoon, at Freemasons 
Hall,  London, attending the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of 
England and Wakes and its Districts and Lodges overseas...one of latter of which I am Secretary, namely 
Victoria Mark Lodge No 47 EC, meeting at Melbourne. 

 
Left. Bob Cooper session chair, 
with Kent delivering his paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below. 
 
The group photo of QC Full 
Members  


